
Welcome 8th graders
to BHS BAND

1.exciting opportunities in the BHS BAND

    a. what is available

    b. what are the advantages for being in band as a freshmen

2. how much time is involved?

    a. summer

    b. fall

    c. winter/spring

3. what is band camp?

4. what are the costs?

5. tentative schedule

6. questions 

    a. parent partners list



Exciting Opportunities in Music @ BHS!
The BHS Bobcat band is comprised of students in 
grades 9 through 12, comprising over 10% of the school.
All of these students come together 
for one common goal - their love of performing music 
and great friendships! 
By joining as a freshmen, you will instantly have over 100 friends 
from 9th to 12 grade, - YOU will have the advantage! 
PARENT OPPORTUNTIES to be a part of your child’s life but not hover

● Bobcat Marching Band
● BHS Concert Band and Symphonic Band
● BHS Jazz Ensembles & Combos
● Brookings Marching Percussion
● Color Guard
● Leadership team! 
● Honor Bands, All-State, Audition groups
● Drum Major, Section Leaders, Captains
● Pep Band - the best band in the land



How much time is involved in band? 

 The Concert Band & Symphonic Band meets every day during the school year. 

Is band a class? Do I get credit?  
Yes.  Students earn 1.0 credit for being a member of the marching band & concert  band.   This fulfills the fine 
arts requirement for high school graduation. 

What about the color guard?  
The color guard is an EXTREMELY important part 
of the band!  They are the visual representation of 
the music that is being performed.   Students in 
the color guard learn skills in dance (both ballet 
and modern) as well as how to spin equipment 
like flags, rifles, and sabres.  This is open to ANY 
student, and the more the better!   

 Can I be in the color guard and play an instrument?
Yes - you can play in the concert band during the 
day.  

We meet once a week during June & July, and then have our two week camp 
in August.  The marching band rehearses before school 4 days a week, We 
have a few others at night in September.  We perform at football games 
(Friday nights), and competitions are held on Saturdays, five (5) thru 
October.  TIME COMMITMENT COMPARES TO MOST ACTIVITIES NOW! 

Summer Sectionals

Fall - 5 weekends

1st Quarter ends, 
Marching band is over!

What is Band Camp?
Why have Band Camp?



What’s up with 
“band camp” & the 

summer?   Attendance is mandatory.  If you have a vacation 
scheduled or some other conflict, you need to 

discuss this with Mr. Stary as soon as possible.
Through June & July, we will also have weekly 
rehearsals - but these are much more flexible.  

They are meant to keep you playing and teaching you 
the "basics" of marching.  All we ask is that if 

you are out of town (on vacation, for example) - to 
let us know in advance.

Everything from August on is considered mandatory 
for membership in the band.  We spend months 

planning and designing the show for the band to 
perform - and it's done with the assumption that 
everyone that signs up is there!   In band...there 
is no bench.  There is no JV squad.   If you aren't 

there - no one else is covering for you!

Band Camp occurs during the first 
couple weeks in August before school 

starts. This is where we put 
together all the elements of our 

“show”, but more importantly - Band 
camp is where we come together as a 
“group”. Students who were skeptical 
and not sure about all the time find 
out by the first week of school how 
well worth it all is! even when busy 

with other things too!



PARTICIPATION FEES (1st year)- outside of instrument, repairs & maintenance, lessons, travel
ALL STUDENTS -       
FALL season MEALS & Band Camp Snacks $120.00
Drillmaster Marching Shoes $32.00-$35.00(new) $20.00(used)
Marching Band Season Shirt (not sectional t-shirt) $12.00
Uniform Upkeep $18.00
Instructional Fee $50.00
Cinch Sling Bag $5.00 replacement cost
3-ring Binder with sheet protectors own purchase $4.00-$12.00
Water Jug/Sunscreen/Bug spray/Powder own purchase $4.00-$12.00
Sectional T-shirt or Jacket optional $12.00 - 40.00
GLOVES (performance gloves)              $3.00 pair
Practice Gloves for school-owned instrument (required)              $2.00 pair
PERCUSSION STUDENTS
Equipment Fee (perishables/repairs) $35.00
Sticks/Mallets $12.00-$45.00 pair
Ear Plugs/Stick Bag $15.00-$45.00
COLOR GUARD STUDENTS
Guard Gloves $35.00 pair
Body suit
Dance Shoes $30.00 black, $30.00 nude
Practice Flag $12.00
Guard Jacket (for uniform) $60.00
Dot Book/Dot Holder $1.00-$6.50

Required Instrument Supplies
Oil/Reeds $4.00-$40.00
Flip Folder $5.00
Extra Windows for flip folder $5.00
Lyre $2.50-$6.00
Step-up mouthpiece brass $50.00-$110.00
Step-up mpc.  Woodwind   $35.00-$200.0
Cleaning supplies $2.50-$6.00
DRUM MAJOR
Whistle lanyard $8 - $10
Gloves $6
Performance pair $6
White Shoes $35 to $20
Dry Cleaning $20

TRAVEL 
4 year cycle trip $900-$1400
Marching band trip $65.00-$100
Jazz band/Drumline/All-State  food expse
Winter Drumline/Guard activity fee



GO FOR IT!     9TH GRADE IS THE TIME TO join hs 
BAND!
There are many classes to fit in your 4 year plan, and it can be 
overwhelming. 

You might think you can’t fit everything in without study hall or be in 
activities. 

But before you know it, you’ll be successful at much more than you 
thought. because you’ll have the friends who have done it before you and 
can show you the ropes of High school survival! 

So if you want to be with your friends, take music as a 9th grader. 



Lots of Questions?          get them answered! 
● Available for ALL PARENTS is a list of High School Band Parents NAMES 

& CELL NUMBERS,  who gave permission to publish their info for you 
and are more than willing to take your phone call! 

Ask THEM your questions about how High School band works for your child! 
Many of these parents JUST went through the transition and have first 
hand experience to share. They’d know best AND welcome your call!

● Monday MARCH 6TH 7PM MICKELSON MIDDLE School Band Room there current high 
school PARENTS there to answer many of your questions about what it takes 

to be in the high school band.  

● Visit our web site; www.brookingsband.com to find the Parent Contact list 
or go to our Facebook page Brookings High School Band

http://www.brookingsband.com


BHS BOBCAT BAND 
TRAVELS!

Our Booster organization

helps make your

band experience

safe and

affordable

NEW YORK CITY 

Overnight to VIKINGS STADIUM this coming Fall!

Big trip in 2020 to                       ?? 

 Jazz Band Overnight trip to Morningside 
VIKINGS STADIUM in 2016! 



Can I be in Band and Choir? Orchestra too?
As long as your schedule allows it, yes!  The band, orchestra, and chorus work 
together really hard to make this a great experience in music!    We have many 
students that are involved in both band and choir every year. 

The biggest question, and in most cases the answer is YES!  It will require 
more planning time-wise on your part, and constant communication between your 
coach, myself, and your parents.
 

YES - and in fact, a lot of students in the band are in honors classes and DO 
REALLY well in academics!   

Can I be ON AN ATHLETIC TEAM AND BE IN BAND?

Can I BE IN HONORS CLASSES AND BAND? STUDY HALL?



what’s the Cost?
Does it cost anything to be in the band?
There are some costs associated with being in the band.  While we are supported by the district's budget, the uniqueness of what we do - and the 
experience it provides - goes above and beyond.  We have costumes to design, props to build, instruments to repair, and other assorted items along 
the way.  The cost of all of these "extras" is added up, then divided evenly among all members of the organization.  

The big question...why do we HAVE to do marching band?   Can I just play in a concert band?
The reason the band has become so successful is because students are members of both organizations.   Concepts & skills taught in the marching 
band are directly related to concepts and skills taught in the concert bands.  The band functions as one large team - as one large family - and the 
relationship between the two "bands" is vital.   
Participating in the marching band helps students learn how to manage their time and commit to an activity.  We also have an extraordinary group of 
instructors that are able to help students advance musically during the time we meet.  Students will have the chance to learn from a great group of 
people who have been around this activity for many years - some even as members of this band!
Depending on if you're a rookie (first year member) or veteran, these costs may change.   For instance - marching shoes need to be purchased your 
first year, but they can last more than one season.

What about instruments?  Who supplies them?
In most cases, you can use your own personal instrument.  Depending on the section - mainly low brass and percussion - we have a supply of 
instruments here that you will be assigned.
 



this is gonna be 
awesome!


